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at Brown Memorial Church, Stillman College, Tuscaloosa,, Alabama. A graduate
of St. John’s University, Shanghai,“Chink, the author did his grhduftt^sttKly in

this country and received his M.A. (in English) from Harvard TJniversity and
his doctorate from the University of Wisconsin. Dr. Lo is professor of English
and chairman of the division of humanities at Stillman College.

This invitation to address you at chapel has been offered to me by the Chapel Com-
mittee, not once, but three times; and each year I had to decline it. I declined it because
I felt—and I still feel—that a sermon is the interpretation of God’s words, which not every
lay scholar is capable of writing. I sincerely believe that no once can write a sermon (as

it should be written) unless he is thoroughly familiar with Biblical scholarship and, in

addition, he has the grace from God which, and which alone, will enable him to speak with
understanding and with authority. I know I lack the first qualification, and I am not too

sure that I have the second one. That is why you have not seen me in this pulpit before.

This year when Miss Myrtle Williamson, the Director of Religious Activities, asked
me to be in on this program, I gladly accepted her invitation. I did so because I felt that
after three and a half years on this faculty, I might be allowed to speak to you as a

friend, and to take all the liberties of a friend. Of course, I still do not know how to write
or deliver a sermon. What I propose to say is what you might call a heart-to-heart talk on
a subject which has been on my mind for quite some time. It is on a subject which is of

the greatest concern to me because it is of the greatest concei*n to you. And in saying what
I am going to say, I will be frank and objective, and perhaps, at times, even blunt. I

would like for you to know that I mean everything in all sincerity; therefore, I hope you
will forgive me if there is anything in this talk that might hurt some of you because I

speak too frankly. If you want a topic, it is this: FORWARD WITH CHRIST: WHAT DO
THE MINORITY PEOPLE HAVE TO DO? And if you want a passage from the Scripture,

it is the few verses from the Gospel according to Matthew, which you have heard read.

This story of Christ’s disputing with the Pharisees takes place in the most climactic

moment of his life. The episode occurs, if you remember, right after his last entry into

Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover, when he will deliver himself up to be crucified.

Gathered around him are the hostile conservatives like the chief priests and the Pharisees
and a host of skeptical followers, who all the time have misunderstood his mission and
have wanted him to deliver them from the Roman rule. Again and again, if you will re-

call, Jesus has tried to get across to his disciples this message that his kingdom is the
kingdom of heaven, that reigns in the hearts of men, not the power that seeks the domi-
nation over men in this world. When our story begins, he is cornered by the crafty
Pharisees, who want to entangle him in his talk. They want to hear him say something
that might incriminate him in the eyes of the law, so they ask this question : “Is it lawful
to pay taxes to Caesar?” Aware of their malice, Jesus not only succeeds in getting out
of a tight spot in a hurry but also attempts to re-emphasize the controlling idea of his

teaching. Pointing at the likeness of Caesar on a Roman coin, Jesus calmly replies, “Render
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; and to God the things that are God’s.” “When they
had heard it,” so Matthew wrote, “they marveled; and they left him and went away.”
They went away, apparently because they were satisfied; but they all went away, too
much satisfied to understand the profound truth of his saying.

In this answer to the Pharisees, is Jesus saying that it is all right for a person to
conform to the world, to do everything the Romans tell him to do, and at the same time
profess to be a Christian? Is Jesus setting up a set of double standards, one for this world
and another for the kingdom of heaven? Taken at its face value, it may sound as if he
were. But I venture to guess that Jesus is far from saying that.



The matter of taxation may be taken as just one example of the many things that a
person has to do in this world in accordance with the customs and laws of man. But what
can be more transitory as a symbol of power than the inscription on a coin? One Caesar
dies in a battle or at the hands of an assasin, and another will take his place. And a new
likeness will appear on a Roman coin. If any of the Pharisees were capable of doing
some deep thinking, they would have realized what Jesus was really trying to say. He
is really saying, “Give the devil his due if what is expected of you is only a piece of coin.
But to enter His kingdom there is only one way: render unto God what is God’s. There is

only one standard that counts.”

The tragedy, of course, has been that too many people under various circumstances
have taken this saying too literally and believed that Jesus condones setting up double
standards. How do double standards arise? Usually they are caused when two kinds of
principles, or two modes of living—incompatible with each other or even sometimes dia-
metrically opposite—make equally insistent demands on an individual. The pressure is

a pressure of a real kind, not the artificial pressure imposed on Jesus by the Pharisees.
When situations like that develop, one is quick to learn that the easiest way out is to
use, or to accept, double standards. Take, for instance, a hypothetical case of a foreign
student failing the Master’s examination at a small and not-too-well-known American
university. After he has tried and failed a couple of times, the faculty probably will feel

pity for him and let him pass without requiring of him the same standard that is required
of American students. That is why foreign students who come to this country for their
education invariably go to the best graduate schools, where no double standards exist.

At Harvard I had to have three foreign languages for my Master’s degree, and my pro-
fessor took a great deal of time to explain to me why the Chinese language could not be
accepted as a substitute for one of the three. Of course, I welcomed the opportunity to

learn another language, and I have never regretted that I had to meet such an exacting
standard. Things hardest to come by are usually the most precious.

For the past eighteen or twenty odd years of your life, you have been living in a

segregated society, where every contact you make, every privilege you enjoy, is accom-
panied by a set of double standards. This pattern of living is imposed on you, and because
it has been established for so long, you are not conscious of the disadvantages. The segre-
gated school system is but one example, and who are the victims? Recently a study was
made of the public school system in one county of this state by the College of Education,
University of Alabama. According to this study*, the intelligence of the Negro pupils in

the first five grades in Alabama just about parallels that of the white pupils in the same
grades; but from the sixth grade and up, the intelligence of the Negro students declines
sharply until by the time they graduate from high school they are more than three years
behind, as compared with the graduates of the white schools. This result points out very
clearly that the native capabilities of the two races are the same; but on account of the
obvious fact that no separate schools are truly equal, the graduates from the poorly-

staffed and poorly-equipped schools are tremendously handicapped.

But it is one thing to be the victims of some catastrophe caused by others, and it is

another to be a willing party to such a system, and even to contribute to it. Last week one
section of Freshman English was given a wide variety of theme topics to choose from, and
over one-third of the class chose “How We Loafed in High School.” And a few among
those even made a special effort to say that they loafed only during their senior year.

This frank admission seems to indicate that the survey I have just mentioned is not too

far from the truth.

It is also clear that as long as you are satisfied with a set of double standards, which
always means a lower one for you, no real progress is possible. Many a time students have
come to me and asked, “Doc., I always got A’s and B’s in English in high school. Why
is it that I have been getting only C’s in your class?” The answer to that is a very
obvious one: there is a standard that I cannot compromise. It will not hurt me if I give

all A’s and B’s in all my courses; in fact, nothing can give me greater pleasure. But if I

do that, how am I then going to indicate the real excellence of some students? And how
will the grades benefit you once you go out into the world to face the competition that’s

there if you merely find out for yourself how little you have learned? There have been



students in the past who said that they were literally shocked to discover that we in a
Christian college expected them, of all things, to study for their grades. I must admit that
the number of those who belong to this group is getting smaller and smaller. As you
know, at the end of the last year over forty students, because of their very low averages,
were asked not to return for registration in the fall. Our college does not believe in

setting up double standards.

The greatest evil of segregation, however, is not merely the denial of equal oppor-
tunities to the Negro race. The greatest evil has been that the minds of many of you have
been conditioned to believe that you are incapable of a higher standard. I am sure, many
among those who complain of my method of grading actually believe — and this is most
fantastic— that they are not capable of doing better work. Do you think that we would
keep you here at a cost of thirteen dollars to the Presbyterian Church, U.S., for every dol-

lar you pay if we did not believe that you are capable of development to the highest? And
do you think that we would be here on the faculty if we believed that you are not capable
of learning? If you or I really think that way, you and I would be better off if we closed
our books right now and went out to make more money for ourselves by going into some
kind of business, selling second-hand cars or burial insurance. An investment of thirteen
dollars is too costly to be thrown away.

Let us pause here to try to discover why some of you believe the way you do about
yourselves. One explanation I will suggest is that when the majority of people want to

maintain a kind of status quo which is to their advantage, they will go to great pains to

create and to defend many myths about the minority people. I am sure you know most
of these myths, and I do not have to enumerate all of them here. But let me mention some
that I have heard during the past few years. Some of these, of course, are sheer false-

hood, such as the statement that the Negro race is mentally inferior to the white race.
Then there are others which contain what might be called half-truths. It is said by some
people that the Negroes are more emotional than the other races and prefer the
emotional side of religion. It is said by others that the Negro people are good-natured
but lazy, easy-going but irresponsible; it is said that the Negro men are fond of ties of
gaudy colors, and so on and so forth. Those who want to perpetuate double standards—by
which, and by which alone, segregation can be preserved—will always try to create these
myths, even where no basis exists.

Unfortunately, some of these myths do have small particles of truth in them. Take,
for instance, the myth about the Negro dialect. Whenever you hear jokes which have such
illiterate expressions in them as “ain’t”, “I says”, or “you says” you can be sure that they
are the jokes about the Negro people. To hear these things is very painful to me, and yet
the very words are heard daily on the campus, spoken by our students. Just the other
day, I stopped a student and asked her if she had seen so-and-so. She replied, “Sure I

hasn’t.” Have you heard of the story of “Christine Skince”? Again, an authentic story. A
lady—of course, a white lady—who lives on 12th Avenue said that one day a colored
delivery man was at her door asking for the house of a certain “Christine Skince.” This
lady was sure that no one in her neighborhood was known by that name, so she asked
to be shown the package he was delivering. The label on the package reads, not “Chris-
tine Skince,” but “Christian Science Church.” When so many myths like these are circu-
lated among you, in time you come to believe in them yourselves. And this is the great-
est evil of segregation.

How can I make you see that a set of double standards is your real enemy? How can
I make you want to junk those double standards, to kick at them, and to throw them out?
Another word that is synonymous with double is dual. It is a word you see more often on
the highway that anywhere else. When you travel on a busy road, you will frequently
notice a sign that says, “Dual highway ahead. Keep to the right except to pass.” After
thirty or forty miles, you will probably see another sign with these words, “Pavement
narrows. Dual traffic ends.” When you see such a sign, whatjwould you do? You must

—

to use an American expression—get in line. I don’t think that there is any driver, if he is

fully awake, who would venture out into the other side of the road. GET IN LINE, OR
ELSE YOU’LL MEET DANGER HEAD-ON.



Several years ago I had the most gloomy prospect about the future of Stillman grad-
uates. When I wrote to my friends, I would tell them that I hardly had the heart to ex-

pect them to study, because there was no inducement for them to work hard. After they
had graduated, I would say to my friends, the only job available for them, aside from
menial work, would be a position in the segregrated school system, which was already
over-crowded and for which they did not have to study (because nobody cared whether
they were qualified teachers or not). But in 1955, one year after the Supreme Court out-

lawed segregation, hardly a week goes by without your reading in the papers that segre-

gation in some area is being abolished. This year, practically all the graduate schools in

the South are opening their doors to Negro students; and government jobs and big indus-

tries, even in the Deepest of the Deep South (in a city like Mobile), are seeking qualified

Negro workers. The days of the white man’s burden, or the white man’s whip, are over.

Whether you like it or not, and whether the majority of people like it or not, by the

time you go out into society there will be no more double standards left, under which
you can find protection, semi-freedom, and false security. In a book just published and
entitled How Far the Promised Land! the late Walter White ventured a guess that the

complete integration of the two races in America would be a reality in 1963. The question

remains: Will you be ready?

Living in this time as you are, you must know that your lot has been clearly spelled

out for you by these far-reaching social changes that are taking place every week. If you
do not acquire the initiative in college to do more than what is expected of you by your

teachers, you will only be prolonging the agonies and the heartaches with which you are

familiar; but if you double your efforts and are willing to be judged by one standard—the

highest possible one that you can set—then, and only then, will you be preparing your-

self for a glorious future. The duty that rests upon you is not only that of doing some-

thing that will benefit your race but also that of helping this nation to implement the law,

helping this nation to evolve a society that is definitely Christian, and which will be a shin-

ing example to all the world. The alternatives are clear, and the choice is up to you.

Now one more warning, which probably will be the bitterest thing I have to say

today. Even when all the racial barriers are down, it still takes a great deal more for a

person who belongs to a minority race to get to where he wants to go than it does for some-

one in the predominant group. This is not a reflection on any particular society: the fact

is that it is almost universally true; and the sooner you learn this the better off you are.

Belonging to a minority race, you must attempt, not just to equal others, but to excel, or to

do better than them. You remember the story President Hay told you some time ago about

a Jewish family. The father of this Jewish family once said to his son, “Son, you. must be

ten times better than the next fellow simply bemuse you are Jewish.” And this is something

we all should bear in mind, whether we are Chinese, Negro, or Jewish. Take myself for in-

stance. If I cannot do the job I am doing as well as an American or an Englishman, what
earthly reason, do you think, is there for the college to put me on the faculty? And your

own race, as much handicapped as it has been, has produced men and women, like Ralph

Bunche and Marion Anderson and many others, who have reached the top of their career

in spite of, or probably on account of, what seem to be insurmountable obstacles. The lives

of these men and women tell only one story, a familiar one but too often forgotten; and

that is that once you have overcome your handicaps, your efforts and your achievement

will become all the nobler because of your background. To belong to a minority race—at

least, it is so in America!—is no genuine handicap: it is a privilege and a CHALLENGE.

* N. B. Woodward, A Study of the Public Schools in Escambia County, Alabama (Bureau of Educational

Research, College of Education, University of Alabama, November 1, 1954), p. 90.


